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Sammu, a City of Great People

Sammu has produced many great people who loved their home-
town, including Sachio Ito and Shin Warabi, the principal found-
ing members of the magazine Araragi, which was a leading voice
in Japanese Tanka circles; Ito's novel of pure love Nogiku no
haka (Grave amid Asters) is one of the classics of modern
Japanese literature. Others includes the children's song poet
Nobuo Saito; Shojo Araki, the chief priest of Naritasan Shinshoji
temple; Manemon Makino, who made great efforts toward the
development of Japanese agriculture; and Harutami Yasui, who
played a leading role in the opening of the Sobu Line.
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